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Jammu has the honour of being the capital of the Dogra state atleast from the day of RAJA/MALDEV,

who, shifted the headquartes of his government from BABBAPUR to the present site in the last

quarter of the 14th century. Jammu remained obsence as the significant village for long and acquired

significance only during the 14th century - 'Maharaja Ranjit Dev and Rise and Fall of Jammu

Kingdom' [P.79] by Prof. Sukhdev Singh Charak.
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"that the temples of idol-worshippers,

which had been destroyed and razed to the ground by the religious-minded and

justice-loving Sultan Sikandar, God bless his grave and bless him, had been

rebuilt and rehabilitated by Jainu'l 'Abidin. He had permitted idolators and poly-

theists to revive the practices of infidelity and they had propagated heresy (kufr)

and false religion (din-i batil). With the support of some more kings, the infidels

had flourished day after day."11
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 "But with the
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support and authority of Malik Musa Raina, Amir Shamsu'd-Din Muhammad

undertook a wholesale destruction of all those idol-houses as well as the total

ruination of the very foundation of infidelity and disbelief. On the site of every

idol-house he destroyed, he ordered the construction of a mosque for offering

prayers after the Islamic manner. The idolatory and heresy which had existed

prior to his coming to this place were effectively replaced by his preaching and

propagation of Islamic laws and practices. He brought honour to all the infidels

and heretics (zandiqa) of Kashmir by admitting them to the Islamic faith and

bestowed upon them many kinds of rewards and benefactions. It is publicly

known as well as emphatically related that during his life-time, with the virtu-

ous efforts and elaborate arrangements made by the fortunate Malik Musa Raina,

twenty-four thousand families of staunch infidels and stubborn heretics were

ennobled by being converted to the Islamic faith. It is difficult to compute the

number of people who had hitherto indulged in corrupt practices of a wrong

(false) faith and dissent and were put on the right track under the proper guid-

ance of Mir Shamsu'd-Din 'Iraqi."13
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"Lalla was not a Moham-

medan, but she impressed the Mohammedans, who won't even allow their women

to remove the curtain that they continue wearing on their face—the mask. You

can see only the Mohammedan woman's eyes, nothing else. Every Mohammedan
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woman looks beautiful. Mohammedans don't allow even the faces of their women

to be seen, but they worship Lalla equal to Allah. The woman must have

impressed the whole of Kashmir tremendously. I have traveled all over Kashmir

and I have heard it repeated again and again that Kashmir knows only two names:

Allah and Lalla. She was a great master with a great following, And she had one

great quality that I appreciate: she never belonged to any organized religion, she

was an independent master. Still, people from other religions worshipped her,

had to worship her. 
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"Listen, Jinnah is

dead" I said to my playmate. She knew but she hated being reminded of what

she knew. She took it out on me by muttering imprecations against Sheikh Sahib.

She was a goat. I was a Lion.

"During those days of my childhood, the majority of the
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Kashmiri people were divided along the Sher-Bakra political lines (and in a way

still are, though the terms are outdated nowadays). Sher ('lion') and Bakra ('goat')

were the terms originally used for the two political rivals and later their follow-

ers- Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah and Mirwaiz Yousuf Shah (the latter for sport-

ing a beard; Shah was the uncle of Mirwaiz Muhammad Farooq, the father of

the current Mirwaiz, Maulana Umar Farooq). Sheikh Abdullah had, in 1938,

parted ways from the Muslim Conference to form National Conference, which

became the largest political party in Jammu & Kashmir claiming a secular ide-

ology. Pertinently, it was Mirwaiz Yousuf Shah, later his political opponent,

who had initially introduced Sheikh as the president of the Muslim Conference

at its inception in 1930. Sher-Bakra became a very strict political dichotomy in

Kashmir after 1938 and continued over generations. Ironically it was Sheikh

Abdullah who launched the Quit Kashmir movement in 1946 when Yusuf Shah

had supported the government led by the Maharaja. Two groups that were more

or less outside the purview of this blanket distinction of Sher-Bakra were the

minority Shi'a and the Pandit community, whose loyalties to the either side were

generally suspect. Often one would have to face questions like: "Are you Sher

or Bakra?" Imagine the disappointment and surprise if you were to say, "Nei-

ther" and/or the sense of fear at being encountered with a supporter of the oppo-

site side."

"But then I realized later

that for many of these people 'Pakistan' was simply an ideology, an emotional

matter, something they had been associating themselves with since its very

inception"
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